“The Case of Proving John Mathis of Bass River, New Jersey, 
was a Financial Backer of the American Revolution” 
By: Carla Welsh (nee Seitz), a 6th great-granddaughter 


I believe John Mathis DID help to fund the Revolution, based upon what Leah Blackman wrote, and 
based upon my family’s tradition. Author Leah Blackman is very convincing in her book entitled, 
“History of Little Egg Harbor Township...” The government gave John promissory notes, but they lost all 
value, and he suffered losses to his estate. He still died as one of the wealthiest men of the area. It is to my 
understanding that other than what Leah Blackman wrote, there is no actual documentation found that 
proves that John did fund the Revolution. 


I am a direct descendant. John Mathis is my 6th great-grandfather. My paternal grandmother died shortly 
after I was born, but my sister is 18 years older than me, and she was very close with my grandmother. 
My grandmother told my sister that some of the promissory notes ended up in our direct line. Her 
grandparents kept them in an attic trunk. She said her father and his many siblings found the notes and 
used them as play money, when they were kids, unbeknownst to their parents, but they were destroyed 
when their home caught fire, years later. My grandmother was Helen Seitz (nee Headley). My 
great-grandparents were Elvern Bacon Headley and Ella Jeffries. My 2nd great-grandparents were 
Elwood Headley and Ellen “Nellie” Marie Bacon. The fire occurred at the home of Elwood Headley and 
Ellen Bacon. I did find an old newspaper article about a fire at their home in Atlantic City. I also found a 
recollection of a fire written by Vernon (Vernell) Headley, who was my grandmother’s brother. The 
recollection is in his notes at The Atlantic County Historical Society, Collection Box 12-A, Somers Point, 
New Jersey, The Vernon Headley Family Records. Vernon did not mention anything about the promissory 
notes, though. 


Within the Vernon Headley records, are letters from a distant cousin of mine named Ronald Charles 
Headley. Ronald and I both connect back at John Headley and Mary Mathis, who are my 4th 
great-grandparents. John Headley and Mary Mathis are Ronald’s 2nd great-grandparents. Mary Headley 
(nee Mathis) was John’s Mathis’s granddaughter (Mary was daughter of Nehemiah Mathis and Elizabeth 
Cranmer/Cramer/Crammer). Leah Blackman mentions Mary in her book, as being very knowledgeable of 
the area. Ronald typed in a letter that his father also played with the promissory notes, when he was little 
around the year of 1910, but his father said whatever was left was destroyed by fire. Ronald’s father was 
Francis “Frank” Montague Headley. 


I did find the Will of John Mathis, but the Inventory was not with it. I do not know where the Inventory is, 
or if it was even taken, which I find hard to believe, that an Inventory was not taken of such a prominent 
man. The inventory would show the amount of Bonds/Notes of the Estate of John Mathis. 


I had someone check the Federal Continental Loan program ledger books, and all states were checked, 
and John Mathis was not in there as someone who would have loaned money to the government. The 
ledger books were microfilmed by NARA and transcribed by NSDAR. The only man with the same name 
in there was a “John Matthews” of Albany, New York. However, it is not known if all ledgers survived or 
not. It could also be possible that John loaned the money locally to the state, not federal. Nothing is in the 
NSDAR GRC database, either (Genealogical Records Committee), per what I was told. 


It appears the only way left to prove this, is someone needs to find a remaining piece of Continental Paper 
made out to John Mathis. Perhaps, one day, one will pop up for sale on Ebay. 


SOURCES 


Please see the book I wrote about my family’s ancestry. My book is entitled, “A registry of the Southern 
New Jersey descendants of Peter Wright, one of the first English settlers of Oyster Bay, Long Island, 
including the Headley and Mathis families, et. al., of Little Egg Harbor Township and Tuckerton, New 
Jersey,” by Carla Welsh. 

It is accessioned into the Historical Society of Pennsylvania’s collection: 

Record Source: Published Materials 

Call Number: CS 71 .W95 2022 

Located: Closed Stacks. 

I also have i it uploaded ye Archive. org: 


FamnilySentchh org has it uploaded to their website, under the “books” section: 


https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/records/item/887174-a-re gistry-of-the-southern-new-jersey-d 
escendants-of- == ht-one- ae the-first-english- Ss of-oyster-bay-long-island-including-the-head1 


Leah Blackman’s “History of Little Egg Harbor Township...” is in the back of the book entitled, 
“Proceedings, constitution, by-laws, list of members, etc. of the Surveyors' Association of West New 
Jersey : with historical and biographical sketches relating to New Jersey,” published 1880. See page 310. 


The book is scanned to the “books” section on FamilySearch.org: 


https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/records/item/358985-proceedings-constitution-by-laws-list-of 
-members-etc-of-the-surveyors-association-of-west-new-jersey-with-historical-and-biographical-sketches 


-relating-to-new-jerseyn 


After the death of Ronald Charles Headley, of New York, his neighbor mailed me a binder of his research. 
Whatever was not in the binder, was thrown out. Ronald had ended up with some of my direct line’s 
records, and unfortunately, they are long gone. Ronald had a lot of Vernon Headley’s immediate records. 
Vernon Headley is my grandmother’s brother, and Ronald is a distant cousin to me. I scanned the binder 
to Archive.org. I also included images I took of the letter he typed where he mentioned his father and the 
promissory notes. That letter is in with the Vernon Headley collection at the Atlantic County Historical 
Society, which I was there twice combing through everything. 

See the “Ronald Charles Headley Research Binder.” 

LINK: https://archive.org/details/the-ronald-charles-headley-research-binder 

In a letter dated 12 MAY 1992, Ronald wrote, “...Mary Mathis, a granddaughter of the Great John Mathis 
of [Little] Egg Harbor Township. The Great John Mathis was possibly one of the most prominent, 
wealthy men of Revolutionary times. He apparently helped finance Washington’s Continental Army in 
exchange for promissory notes bearing George Washington’s signature. Those promissory notes, found in 
an attic trunk, during my own father’s boyhood back in 1910, were no more than “play money” to him 


and his many brothers and sisters. My father once told me that what was left of that play money was 
destroyed by a house fire.” 

*Of note, it is interesting that Ronald’s story is the exact same story passed down in my direct line. It is 
possible that the story may have been mixed up, but either way, one of our direct lines ended up with 
those notes. Or, both my line and Ronald’s line both had inherited notes, and both had fires that destroyed 
said notes. 


In the Vernon Headley Records, Collection Box 12-A, Atlantic County Historical Society, Vernon 
Headley wrote the following. I transcribed it: 

“,.Grandmom Headley [Ellen “Nellie” Maria Headley (nee Bacon)] never had a doctor except for her 
eyes. She had cataracts and my father [Elvern Bacon Headley] and I would take her to a doctor to treat 
her, but he couldn’t do much for her since at that time there was no treatment for cataracts. I would drive 
the Buick and wait at the doctor’s office while he took her in to the doctor’s. I remember 3 or 4 times but 
then they gave up going. Her eyes were her downfall, because she was going to church and tried to cross 
Pacific Avenue, but a jitney hit her and killed her. I never saw her wear glasses, though she had been a 
teacher and an avid reader. She was well educated, a good business woman, handled many financial deals, 
and never spent any money except for necessities, except at Christmas she always had presents for us 
kids. My sister Mildred was the only one of us who spent a lot of time with our grandmother, though we 
would on Sundays when we were young. Their house caught fire and the firemen threw piles of books and 
other things on it. The alley to confirm the fire ____ some dollar bills among the books and they all began 
to __ for the money. Emroe was standing ground over the pile, but he couldn’t prevent them from 
stealing things. The books were my grandmother’s bank, and no one knew of it until the fire. Her 
grandmother [Ellen’s grandmother was Aurelia Bacon [nee Allen] of Chautauqua, New York] who 
instructed her in many things, and taught her __, which no one knew of in our neighborhood.” 


Newspaper mention of a fire at the Headley home on Texas Avenue, Atlantic City, New Jersey, is in the 
Daily Union Evening Newspaper. Vol xii, no 22. 28 SEP 1899. Atlantic City, NJ. The newspaper article 
does not state anything about the notes being destroyed, though. 


